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August 25, 2020
The Honorable Bill de Blasio
Mayor of New York City
Office of the Mayor
City Hall Office
New York, NY 10007

Mayor de Blasio,

As our city’s veteran community, particularly veterans experiencing homelessness, endure the
devastating economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, I urge you and the New York City
Department of Veterans’ Services (DVS) to work with the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) on expanding access to
housing for veterans through the HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) program,
and through other programs. Specifically, I urge you to create additional incentives for
homeowners and landlords to participate in these much-needed programs to provide permanent
supportive housing for our city’s heroes.

While New York City has reduced veteran homelessness in recent years, our work on behalf of
homeless veterans in the city, and in the country, is far from over. According to the Department
of Housing and Urban Development’s 2019 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress, 8
percent of the homeless adult population are veterans. This is compounded by the coronavirus
pandemic, resulting in increases of unemployment and food insecurity--while the data is still
being collected, there have been reports in New York City of veterans being forced to abandon
shelters due to outbreaks, and ultimately being left with no permanent housing option. Now is
the time to redouble our efforts, and ensure that no veteran falls through the cracks.

To do this, our city government must purposefully engage with landlords to permanently house
homeless veterans and ensure that there are adequate and targeted incentives for landlords to
participate in these programs. When meeting with veterans from Staten Island and South
Brooklyn, I heard that veterans had too few options when attempting to secure housing, due in
large part to landlords not participating in the HUD-VASH program, specifically in low-poverty
areas. The incentives the city has used, including a $500 payment per one-year lease for a room,



or $1,000 per one-year lease for an apartment, is insufficient, particularly given the increased
financial strains of the pandemic. A HUD study on a similar voucher program found that these
incentives are critical for landlord participation--to be clear, these programs are meaningless if
they do not lead to homeless veterans finding housing. Furthermore, these measures can also be
used as a valuable tool to offset the housing vacancy crisis that New York City is facing. A
recent market report showed that in July of this year, the number of new Brooklyn leases
dropped by over 24 percent from last year’s levels, with similar effects seen in other boroughs.
This augmented HUD-VASH program, along with other initiatives the city is currently
undertaking, could address both of these serious issues simultaneously.

As local funding in New York City is in jeopardy, I know that your administration is unable to do
this alone. To further this effort, I was proud to vote in favor of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act, or CARES Act, to provide $17.2 billion for the Veterans Health
Administration, $700 million of which VA is using to expand services for veterans at-risk of, or
experiencing, homelessness. I will continue working to support similar funding, and implore you
and your office to explore increased incentives further, because we must find innovative and
workable solutions for our veteran community--they deserve no less.

Sincerely,
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Max Rose
Member of Congress



